Renal digital subtraction angiography.
Digital subtraction angiography (DSA), a new computer-assisted radiographic procedure, has recently been applied to the evaluation of the kidney and in the screening of patients with renal vascular hypertension. The efficacy of the method in the evaluation of the anatomy of proximal renal arteries is in the 80-90% range; however, DSA is less effective in the evaluation of renal mass lesion. In the present state of DSA development, the method has a place in screening for renal artery stenosis (RAS). Further development, particularly improvement in spatial resolution, will be necessary before this procedure can substitute for renal angiography, in the evaluation of renal masses or in some cases of RAS.